
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION of PLANNING’S 
2022 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The #1 source of best planning practices for professional planners, community development professionals,  
planning commissioners, zoning board of appeals members, zoning administrators, and elected officials.

   NATIONAL LEADERS  |  STATE EXPERTS  |  LOCAL AUTHORITIES  |  RELEVANT APPLICATIONS  |  COMPELLING LESSONS 

planningmichigan
2022

October 12-14th
Mission Point Resort
Mackinac Island

Virtual  
planningmichigan 

option
November 15-16  

live plus  
recorded content

Planning Michigan Sponsor



1 
INTRODUCTION    

Overnight Room Options | October 12-14, 2022 
Group Room Blocks:
A block of rooms has been reserved for conference attendees at various hotels. 
To receive these special room block rates, you must register for the conference. 
Once registered, a confirmation email will include instructions for making room 
reservations. The room blocks ares are valid from Monday October 10, 2022 until 
Friday, October 14, 2022.

Hotel Information:
Room rates do not include taxes/ luggage and resort 
fees. Rooms are based on availability at the time 
of reservation. Overnight room availability not 
guaranteed.

Mission Point Resort  
www.missionpoint.com
One Lakeshore Drive | Mackinac Island, MI 49757
Room rates starting at $160 plus taxes and fees 

Harbor View Inn 
www.harbourviewinn.com
6860 Main Street | Mackinac Island, MI 49757
Room rates starting at $175 plus taxes and fees | 906.847.0101

Chippewa Hotel  
www.chippewahotel.com
7221 Main St #103 | Mackinac Island, MI 49757
Room rates starting at $239 plus taxes and fees | 906.847.3341

MAP Board of Directors

Ex Officio Members

Student Representatives

The Planning Michigan  
Conference Committee
Layla Aslani, AICP 
City of Grand Rapids

Christopher Germain, 
AICP 
Lake Superior Community 
Partnership

Jay Gianotti, AICP 
City of East Grand Rapids

Laurel Joseph, AICP 
Grand Valley Metro Council

Kristen Kapelanski, 
AICP 
City of Berkley

Pablo Majano 
Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation

Nathaniel Mehmed, 
AICP 
Williams & Works

Chelsea Poole

Steve Stepek, AICP 
Kalamazoo Area 
Transportation Study

Carmine Avantini, AICP 
CIB Planning Group 

Brad Kaye, AICP, CFM  
City of Midland

Mohamed Ayoub 
City of Westland

Christina Anderson, 
AICP  
City of Kalamazoo

Jill Bahm, AICP  
Giffels Webster

Kelly Freeman 
City of Sault Ste. Marie 

Jerrell Harris 
Cinnaire

Shari Williams  
Detroit Future City

Kami Pothukuchi 
Wayne State University

Sharlan Douglas 
City of Royal Oak
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Plan now for our 2022 planningmichigan Conference
You choose how to participate:

• October 12-14, 2022
Mission Point Resort, Mackinac Island | $435 Member Rate | Virtual conference also 
included | 12 CM credits plus credits during virtual Planning Michigan Option

OR

• November 15 -16, 2022
Virtual Planning Michigan Option | $285 Member Rate
Recorded and live content | 12 CM credits

We are offering a few of the most popular sessions and some new content in our virtual 
option. Live sessions available 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. November 15 and November 16 with 
bonus additional recorded content. 

Ashley Amey 
Eastern Michigan University 

Alexis Wilkerson 
Eastern Michigan University 

Discounted ferry 
rates through 

 Shepler’s Ferry 
Promo Code provided 

with registration  
$23 Round trip
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HIGHLIGHTS

Wednesday, October 12

4:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Annual Meeting
The MAP Annual Meeting introduces the 2022 – 2023 MAP 
Board and its executive committee, highlights MAP programs 
and activities over the last year, and summarizes our year end 
finances.  Learn what we’ve been up to! 

4:45 p.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Overcoming NIMBYism: The Planning, Law, and Politics 
of Getting Housing Built | .75 AICP CM
NIMBYism—“not in my backyard” sentiment—is an ever-
present feature of American housing politics, and one with 
increasingly high costs. In some areas, NIMBYism has led 
to an overall housing shortage and ever-mounting housing 
prices; in others, local opposition erects walls of exclusion 
around high-opportunity locations. This session will discuss 
the harms and causes of anti-housing activity and explore the 
efforts to embrace new housing development, with a focus on 
state and local legal reforms.  
Noah Kazis, JD, University of Michigan

5:30 p.m.  - 6:30 p.m.
Awards Reception and Scholarship Fundraiser
We’ve switched from an awards banquet to a reception 
to celebrate distinguished leaders in the planning field. 
Participants will enjoy networking and hor d’oeuvres.  Cash 
bar starting at 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 13

8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Welcome and Opening Session - Navigating Federal 
Infrastructure and Recovery Programs | 1.25 CM
The landmark bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act and the American Rescue Plan Act have dramatically 
altered the federal landscape for planners and communities. 
Dozens of new programs with billions in funding are being 
established with new opportunities for investments in 
planning and plan implementation. Accessing and competing 
for these funds will place new demands on planners. Take a 
look at what’s ahead on the housing and infrastructure front 
as Washington shifts into campaign season. This session will 
explore how planners can successfully compete for and use 
federal funds to drive local recovery and reinvention.
Jason Jordan, American Planning Association

Thursday, October 13 | 11:45 a.m. - 1:30p.m.
Keynote Lunch - The Healing Energy of Urban Forests  
.75 CM
Urban Forests, a Natural History of Trees and People in the 
American Cityscape, tells the stories of the founders of 
urban forestry.  One of nature’s largest and longest-lived 
creations, trees play an extraordinarily important role in our 
communities; they are living landmarks that define space, 
cool the air, soothe our psyches, and connect us to nature 
and our past. Today, a majority of Americans live in or near 
cities, surrounded by millions of trees and urban forests 
containing hundreds of species. Author Jill Jonnes examines 
the character of American urban forests and the effect that 
tree-rich landscaping has on commerce, crime, and human 
well-being. As planners seek remedies to repair the damage 
we have wrought on nature, and explore ways to mitigate the 
effects of climate change, urban forests offer an obvious, low-
tech solution. 
Jill Jonnes is a journalist and author who has written about American society from 
various perspectives

KEYNOTES AND HIGHLIGHTS

CITIZEN PLANNER PROGRAM  
$125 in addition to the conference registration fee
Complete the Michigan State University (MSU) Extension 
Citizen Planner Program in only three (3) days. All sessions 
will be available beginning on Wednesday morning, October 
12, 2022, and ending Friday afternoon, October 14, 2022.  
More information on page 3.

Announcing the Phillip C. McKenna Symposium

The Michigan Association of Planning is pleased to announce the Phillip C. McKenna 
Symposium has been established with a generous donation by Phillip C. McKenna and his 
wife, Carol McKenna, for the purpose of supporting the educational needs of professional 
planners and elected and appointed municipal leaders. Mr. McKenna, a life-long Michigan 
resident who has spent his career in planning in Michigan and surrounding states, 
recognizes the value and importance of ongoing education for Michigan’s most important 
decision makers. The Phillip C. McKenna Symposium objectives, which are aligned with the 
ideals of the Michigan Chapter, APA, and with the AICP Code of Ethics, are to: 

• Promote justice in land use and urban design policy, law, regulation, and administration  
by State of Michigan and its local governments.

• Counter unfair influence of money in local and state government politics in urban design, 
housing and home ownership, transportation, and public facilities planning and design, 
consistent with the American Institute of Certified Planners Code of Ethics.

• Improve conditions of employment for women in planning.
• Improve conditions of employment for marginalized groups disadvantaged by 

circumstance.

The Michigan Chapter, American Planning Association is humbled and deeply grateful for 
the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. McKenna and the contributions Mr. McKenna has made to 
the Michigan Chapter and the planning profession over his long and illustrious career.

An extraordinarily  
generous legacy donation  
of $100,000 was contributed 
by Phillip C. McKenna, 
AICP and his wife, Carol 
McKenna, to the Michigan 
Chapter, American Planning 
Association to establish 
the Phillip C. McKenna 
Symposium. The inaugural 
event will premiere at the 
MAP Planning Michigan 
Conference in 2022. 

REGISTRATION POLICY
There’s a $65 processing fee to cancel a conference 
registration on or before September 12, 2022.  A written 
request must be made and sent to the MAP office.  NO 
refunds will be granted on or after September 13, 2022 and 
no-shows the day of the event will be responsible for the 
full amount of the registration because food/beverage and 
conference material costs have already been incurred.  You 
may send a substitute (the difference between a member and 
nonmember will be charged if applicable). 
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MSU EXTENSION

Wednesday, October 12
11:00 a.m. - 2:15 p.m.  
MSU Extension Citizen Planner Session 1: Understanding 
the Planning and Zoning Context
Learn the legal sources and limitations of planning and zoning 
authority and explore your understanding of ethical decision-making.  
Lunch provided. 
Tyler Augst, Extension Educator

2:30 - 5:00 p.m.
MSU Extension Citizen Planner Session 2: Planning for the 
Future of Your Community
Recognize the function and importance of a master plan, know the 
process for developing one and its relationship to zoning. 
Harmony Gmazel, AICP, Extension Educator  

Thursday, October 13
10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1:45 - 2:45 p.m.
Citizen Planner Session 3: Implementing the Plan with 
Zoning
Discover the importance of zoning, learn how zoning is administered 
and gain confidence in your zoning reviews, including site plans. 
Mary Reilly, AICP, Extension Educator

2:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Citizen Planner 4: Making Zoning Decisions
Learn how to adopt and amend a zoning ordinance, understand the 
role of the zoning board of appeals and obtain skills in basic property 
development methods. 
Brad Neumann, AICP, Senior Extension Educator

Friday, October 14
8:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Citizen Planner 5: Using Innovative Planning and Zoning 
Strategize with placemaking and design-based solutions for local and 
regional success in the New Economy. 
Brad Neumann, AICP, Senior Extension Educator

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Citizen Planner Session 6: Successfully Fulfilling Your Role
Strengthen your ethical decision-making skills, apply standards 
to your decision-making and know when to ask for help. Lunch 
provided. 
Kambriana Crank, Extension Educator; Harmony Gmazel, AICP, Extension Educator

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  
CITIZEN PLANNER PROGRAM

$125 (in addition to the conference fee)

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND, conference attendees can complete the Michigan State University (MSU) Extension 
Citizen Planner Program in only three (3) days. All sessions will be available beginning on Wednesday morning, October 
12, 2022, and ending Friday afternoon, October 14, 2022. Only registrants who register for the program (and pay the 
additional fee) can attend the Citizen Planner Program sessions.  

The Citizen Planner Program consists of a six-session course leading to a certificate of completion awarded by MSU 
Extension. The course is intended for local appointed and elected officials, zoning administrators, and interested 
citizens. The program cost is $125 and includes the MSU Extension Citizen Planner Program; notebook with extensive 
handout materials; lunch during the classroom session Wednesday; the general sessions Wednesday and Thursday, the 
Keynote Luncheon Thursday, and lunch during the classroom session Friday. This fee is in addition to your conference 
fee. Sign in and out required.

Participants may also choose to pursue the Master Citizen Planner (MCP) credential by completing the entire course, 
passing a final exam, and delivering a capstone presentation to their community.

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION CITIZEN PLANNER PROGRAM SCHEDULE
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SESSIONS    

planningmichigan 2022  

Wednesday, October 12

10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
You Gotta Have Art | 1.5 CM
As planners, making the case for art amidst the need for core 
services like roads or public safety can be an uphill battle. But art 
matters far more than we realize. Communities can get more of 
it  by re-thinking our policies and ordinances, and through public-
private partnerships with little to no additional tax burden. This 
session will explore ways communities have successfully leveraged 
art to create vibrant places and spur economic development.
Terry Croad, AICP, City of Southfield; Elizabeth Hude, AICP, City of Mason; 
Carolyn Loh, PhD, Wayne State University; Zak Meers, City of Detroit

1:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Food Systems Policy and Relationships: How to Set Up 
Reciprocity as a Standard for Collaborative Partnerships | 1 CM
Planning for rural food systems in the wake of a global pandemic 
allows us to think differently about collaborative partnerships from 
the ground up. This session explores reciprocity in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula and what policies need to shift in the future to 
assist relationships with food growers, processors, and distributors. 
Participants will practice key actions in reciprocity through 
interactive scenarios.
Abbey Palmer, Michigan State University Extension; Rachael Pressley, Western Upper 
Peninsula Planning & Development Region

Planners’ Solutions to the Housing Dilemma   
1 CM Resiliency  
Housing supply issues plague many Michigan municipalities, 
and a confluence of “labor, lumber, land, and laws” results in stiff 
competition for existing dwelling units.  Planners can influence 
the “law” element by modifying local zoning codes, and Michigan 
has some stellar examples of local government interventions which 
contemporize zoning to help solve these challenges.
Jacob Kain, AICP, City of Midland; Dennis Stachewicz, City of Marquette

2:45 - 3:45 p.m. 
The Heat is on: Are You Ready for Solar Energy? 
1 CM Resiliency    
Utility companies have bold plans to expand solar energy over the 
next two decades and beyond. State experts will dive into how to 
ensure your community is ready for renewable energy installations.  
Learn what to cover at your planning commission meetings before 
an application is submitted including trends, best practices, and 
model zoning ordinance language. A solar industry expert will 
explain how a project begins, how they approach land acquisition 
and steps to connect to the grid, and a local official from a large, 
operational solar farm will be on hand to talk about the process and 
impacts from their perspective.
Catherine P. Kaufman, JD, AICP, Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber & Kaufman PC; 
Sean Harris, Ranger Power; Moderated by Sarah Mills, University of Michigan

Ethics and Equity in Planning | 1 CM Ethics  
Conversations and lectures on the planning codes of ethics (APA 
Ethics Statement and the AICP Code of Ethics) often focus on 
specific rules of conduct that govern behaviors and actions. This 
means we often miss the chance to challenge ourselves to discuss the 

“aspirational” piece of these codes, particularly in terms of equitable 
planning. In this interactive session, we’ll discuss the ethics of 
everyday behavior, administrative discretion, plans and policies, 
and the APA Equity Policy Guide and its relationship to the codes of 
ethics. 
Christina Anderson, AICP, City of Kalamazoo, MAP Board of Directors MI Chapter, 
Professional Development Officer; Jill Bahm, AICP, Giffels Webster, MAP Board of 
Directors

4:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Annual Meeting
The MAP Annual Meeting introduces the 2022 – 2023 MAP Board 
and its executive committee, highlights MAP programs and 
activities over the last year, and summarizes our year end finances.  
Learn what we’ve been up to!  

4:45 p.m.- 5:30 p.m.
General Session: Overcoming NIMBYism: The Planning, Law, 
and Politics of Getting Housing Built | .75 AICP CM
NIMBYism—“not in my backyard” sentiment—is an ever-present 
feature of American housing politics, and one with increasingly 
high costs. In some areas, NIMBYism has led to an overall housing 
shortage and ever-mounting housing prices; in others, local 
opposition erects walls of exclusion around high-opportunity 
locations. This session will discuss the harms and causes of anti-
housing activity and explore the efforts to embrace new housing 
development, with a focus on state and local legal reforms.  
Noah Kazis, JD, University of Michigan

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Awards Reception and Scholarship Fundraiser
We’ve switched from an awards banquet to a reception so that 
everyone can attend and celebrate our industry leaders. Join 
your colleagues to honor distinguished leaders in the planning 
field and to celebrate outstanding planning projects in a casual 
format.  Participants will enjoy networking and hor d’oeuvres. Our 
Scholarship Committee will expand their fund-raising activities 
during this event. Support our Memorial Scholarship Program 
by purchasing a raffle ticket for your chance to win an overnight 
package in Michigan. Cash bar starting at 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 13

8:30 - 10:00 a.m.
Welcome and Opening Session - Navigating Federal 
Infrastructure and Recovery Programs | 1.25 CM
The landmark bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act and the American Rescue Plan Act have dramatically altered 
the federal landscape for planners and communities. Dozens 
of new programs with billions in funding are being established 
with new opportunities for investments in planning and plan 
implementation. Accessing and competing for these funds will 
place new demands on planners. Take a look at what’s ahead 
on the housing and infrastructure front as Washington shifts 
into campaign season. This session will explore how planners 
can successfully compete for and use federal funds to drive local 
recovery and reinvention.
Jason Jordan, American Planning Association
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SESSIONS

10:30 - 11:45 a.m.
Are Public Meetings Hurting Planning? | 1.25 CM
Public involvement is typically billed as an essential part of every 
planning process. However when a small subset of the population 
consistently speaks louder than the rest, critical housing, 
infrastructure, and public amenity projects can be in jeopardy. 
In this session, instructors will hold a debate-style presentation 
to explore the benefits and detriments of the typical public 
engagement process, while offering possible solutions to address the 
inequities inherent in gathering community input. 
Eric Dryer, OHM; Nina Kelly, AICP, OHM

Designing and Preserving Woodbridge:  Neighborhood-Scaled 
Planning and Implementation | 1.25 CM
This session will provide an in-depth look at strategic planning 
for Detroit’s Woodbridge neighborhood, which is unique, diverse, 
and full of rich history and architecture. Presenters will explore the 
neighborhood-driven process and creative engagement techniques 
that led to the Development and Design Guidelines for over 9 acres 
of vacant neighborhood-owned land. The implementation path, 
which includes creating opportunities for women and minority 
developers, will also be explored. 
Liliana Gonzalez, RA, LEED ND, PMP, Cinnaire; Ann Marie Kerby, AICP, MKSK; 
Saundra Little, FAIA 

It’s Not Just Zoning: Enabling Missing Middle, Market Rate, and 
New Affordable Housing | 1.25 CM
Equity, particularly around housing, has been a long-standing 
goal for many communities. Yet achieving this goal is more elusive 
than ever as the cost of labor and materials soar and supply chains 
struggle to meet demand. Hear about two communities working to 
unravel the barriers to new construction by challenging outdated 
policies and developing programs to support their residents’ need 
for new housing. 
Christina Anderson, AICP, City of Kalamazoo; Tim Corcoran, City of South Bend

Navigating Contentious Land Use Decisions | 1 CM Law  
This session tackless land use conflict head-on, offering legal 
tips and reviewing OMA, MZEA, and FOIA notice, hearing, and 
recording requirements.  The session will include a discussion of 
key recent court decisions such as the Tuscola County decision that 
alters the test for determining practical difficulty and the much 
anticipated Michigan Supreme Court decision on the “aggrieved 
party” provision of the MZEA. 
Emily Palacios, JD, Miller Johnson

11:45 a.m. - 1:30p.m.
Phillip C. McKenna Symposium Keynote Lunch - The Healing 
Energy of Urban Forests | .75 CM
Urban Forests, a Natural History of Trees and People in the American 
Cityscape, tells the stories of the founders of urban forestry.  One 
of nature’s largest and longest-lived creations, trees play an 

extraordinarily important role in our communities; they are living 
landmarks that define space, cool the air, soothe our psyches, and 
connect us to nature and our past. Today, a majority of Americans 
live in or near cities, surrounded by millions of trees and urban 
forests containing hundreds of species. Author Jill Jonnes examines 
the character of American urban forests and the effect that tree-rich 
landscaping has on commerce, crime, and human well-being. As 
planners seek remedies to repair the damage we have wrought on 
nature, and explore ways to mitigate the effects of climate change, 
urban forests offer an obvious, low-tech solution.
Jill Jonnes is a journalist and author who has written about American society from various 
perspectives

1:45 - 3:00 p.m.
Creative and Helpful Staff Reports Exist? Yes! | 1.25 CM
Fact: Effective and engaging staff reports don’t need to be an 
anomaly. Discover how changes to staff reports increase transparency 
and the community’s understanding of the planning process. Learn 
how to address shortcomings in staff reports and hear practical 
techniques your municipality can implement tomorrow to improve 
communication with the public, applicants, and governing bodies. 
Recommendations to make planning tasks and processes more 
accessible to the public will also be presented.
Mo Ayoub, City of Westland; Laura Haw, AICP, NCI, McKenna

Future-Proofing Your Planning and Zoning Department  | 1.25 CM
If your department staff won the lottery and didn’t come back to 
work, who would know what the development review process is, how 
uses are permitted, and what the ordinance standards are?  Learn 
how to plan for the future when long-time staff or consultants - 
who know the ordinances and processes - are no longer around, 
ensuring your development review process is clear and consistent, 
zoning standards are unambiguous, and application materials help 
applicants know what to provide and get the right answers.
Jill Bahm, AICP, Giffels Webster; Eric Pietsch, Giffels Webster; Sri Ravali Komaragiri, 
AICP, Giffels Webster; Joe Tangari, AICP, Giffels Webster

Three REs of Corridor Rehabilitation | 1.25 CM
How do you transform a non-descript strip of a suburban arterial 
into a vibrant corridor with mixed uses, robust pedestrian amenities, 
and a sense of arrival? Look no further than Ann-Arbor Saline Road 
in Pittsfield Township, which has seen re-inhabitation through 
various forms of adaptive reuse, re-urbanization by increasing 
density, walkability, and use mix, and re-greening, from small parks 
and  plazas, to restoring wetlands ecologies. The session details 
the transformation from the vision of the township supervisor to 
implementation by a developer.
Sam Beznos, Beztak Developers; Ben Carlisle, AICP, Carlisle|Wortman Associates, Inc.; 
Mandy Grewal, PhD, Pittsfield Township Supervisor 

Storytelling, Advocacy, and the Voice of Planning | 1.25 CM
Storytelling is at the heart of successful advocacy. Whether you are 
promoting policy change or advancing your local plan, the effective 
use of story is vital to increasing your influence and connecting to 
local leaders. With lessons from the worlds of advertising and political 
campaigns, learn strategies to finding, creating, and telling powerful 
planning stories. Hear effective and powerful lessons from APA’s 
Voice of Planning research designed to effectively communicate the 
unique value and impact of planning to elected officials.
Jason Jordan, American Planning Association; Liz Lang, American Planning Association
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SESSIONS

3:30 - 4:45 p.m.
Retrofitting THE Suburban Strip  | 1.25 CM
In the 1960s, 28th Street was the longest retail corridor in the United 
States. The City of Wyoming has reimagined a new City Center, 
transforming a demolished movie theater site, mall, and outlots 
into a place with a new walkable street, hundreds of housing units, 
retail spaces, and a non-motorized network to connect struggling 
neighborhoods to transit, jobs, groceries, and a public park. Learn 
how they are doing it using public/private partnerships and bold 
leadership. 
Nicole Hofert, AICP, City of Wyoming; Suzanne Schulz, AICP, Progressive AE 

Equity-Centered Planning: The City of Detroit Parks and 
Recreation Strategic Plan | 1 CM Equity  + .25 CM 
Challenged with creating a 10-year strategic plan on a shoe-string
budget, the City of Detroit looked internally when updating its
Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan. The result is a plan firmly
rooted in the Department’s long-term community relationships and
knowledge of the current system and challenges. Built on an equity
framework, the plan allowed Detroiters to guide its vision. Extensive
data analysis was used to develop an equity-centered metric for
prioritizing improvements and increasing access.
Dara O’Byrne, AICP, City of Detroit; Juliana Fulton, City of Detroit; Alexandria 
Spofford, City of Detroit; Shamori Rose Whitt, AICP, City of Detroit

Triple Resiliency: Unstable Infrastructure Demand, Climate 
Change, and Economic Uncertainty in Downriver Detroit 
1 CM | Resilience    + .25 CM
The cities of Ecorse and River Rouge face entangled resiliency 
problems: major fluctuations in infrastructure demand, increased 
inland and coastline flooding from climate change, and economic 
uncertainty due to the decline of legacy manufacturers. The 
cities collaborated through the West Jefferson Corridor Plan to 
identify a healthy future, where well-being is supported through 
local economic diversification, housing stock improvements, 
streetscaping, and modernization of essential infrastructure, from 
obsolete water lines to much-needed sidewalks.
John Jackson, AICP, McKenna; Mayor Lamar Tidwell, City of Ecorse

3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Hot Topics in Planning Law | 1 CM Law      + .5 CM 
Sand dunes, trees, wind turbines, aggrieved parties, and signs. This 
session will review several cases where MAP filed friend of the court 
(amicus curiae) briefs with the U.S. and Michigan courts, including 
the applicability of the Michigan Environmental Protection Act to 
state permitting actions, the constitutionality of tree and natural 
features preservation ordinances, and the standards for variances 
under airport zoning.  Other hot topics covered include aggrieved 
parties and the constitutionality of signs.
Jake Parcell, Scenic Michigan; Richard K Norton, PhD, University of Michigan; Emily 
Palacios, JD, Miller Johnson

Friday, October 14

8:30 - 9:45 a.m.
Forging a Future: The Evolution of a Bedroom Community in the 
Upper Peninsula | 1.25 CM
A town of 4,600 residents 11 miles west of Marquette, Negaunee 
is considered a bedroom community. After some intense self-
reflection, planning, and visioning, the city is capitalizing on its 
strong potential and value proposition. With assistance from 
MEDC, community leaders and business owners are collaborating 
to modernize the city’s brand and tell Negaunee’s story. This 
presentation will demonstrate the importance of planning, 
partnerships, community support, branding, and marketing.  
Christopher Germain, AICP, Lake Superior Community Partnership; Nate Heffron, 
City of Negaunee; Elena Moeller-Younger, CIB Planning 

Mobility, Active Transportation, and Safety: Planners’ Advocacy 
Role in Transportation Projects to Formulate Comprehensive 
Community Corridors | 1.25 CM
Planning participation at the beginning of transportation projects 
ensures that mobility, active transportation, and safety are project 
fundamentals. The Macomb County Department of Roads has taken 
a “planning first” approach to projects like the Innovate Mound 
Project and their recent implementation of a Non-Motorized 
Process. This session will discuss how MCDR uses this approach 
to incorporate active transportation, safety, collaboration, and 
placemaking.
John Crumm, AICP, Macomb County; Carly Mitchell, AICP, HNTB

10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Getting It Done: Economic Development Projects in Michigan 
Communities | 1.25 CM
Great projects require diligent planning and ample support through 
each stage of the development process. The Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation and Michigan Municipal League work 
closely with communities to cut through red tape and get the 
communities’ priority sites off to a strong start. This session features 
stories from communities that have persisted in tackling barriers to 
development and maintained momentum toward implementation.
Dan Leonard, Michigan Economic Development Corporation; Jada Tillison- Love 
Porter, Michigan Municipal League; Nate Scramlin, Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation

The First Five Year Learning Curve – What to Know as an 
Employer, and What to Know as an Employee | 1.25 CM
The skills and knowledge gained in the first five years of a planning 
career are extensive and usually aren’t covered in an academic 
setting. Now is the time for planning offices to ensure they have 
practices in place to train and retain early-career planners. Learn 
what new planners expect to learn in their first five years, and how 
managers can integrate early-career planners into their operations 
both in the near and long term.
Mike Auerbach, Carlisle | Wortman Associates, Inc.
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SESSIONS AT A GLANCE

 9 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Registration

 12:30 - 6:00 p.m.  Sponsor Display Set Up

 10:00 -11:30 a.m. You Gotta Have Art

 11:00 - 2:15 p.m.     MSU Extension Citizen Planner Session 1  

 12:00 - 1:15 p.m. Emerging Planning Professionals Committee Meeting and Luncheon 

 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Food Systems Policy and Relationships: How to Set Up Reciprocity as a Standard for Collaborative Partnerships

  Planners’ Solutions to the Housing Dilemma      

 2:30 - 5:00 p.m. MSU Extension Citizen Planner Session 2  

 2:45 - 3:45 p.m. The Heat is on: Are You Ready for Solar Energy?      

  Ethics and Equity in Planning    

 4:15 - 4:45 p.m. Annual Meeting

 4:45 - 5:30 p.m.  Overcoming NIMBYism: The Planning, Law, and Politics of Getting Housing Built

 5:30  - 6:30 p.m. Opening Night Reception with Awards Recognition and Scholarship Fund-raiser

 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. FAICP Meeting

 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. MSU Alumni Reecption at Round Island Kitchen

 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Registration

  Sponsor Display Hours

 8:30 - 10:00 a.m. Welcome and Opening Session - Navigating Federal Infrastructure and Recovery Programs 

 10:30 - 11:45 a.m. Are Public Meetings Hurting Planning? 

  Designing and Preserving Woodbridge:  Neighborhood-Scaled Planning and Implementation

  It’s Not Just Zoning: Enabling Missing Middle, Market Rate, and New Affordable Housing 

  Navigating Contentious Land Use Decisions  

 10:30 - 12 p.m.  Citizen Planner Session 3

 11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Phillip C. McKenna Symposium Keynote Lunch - The Healing Energy of Urban Forests 

  The Healing Energy of Urban Forests 

 1:45 - 2:45 p.m. Citizen Planner Session 3  

 1:45 - 3:00 p.m. Creative and Helpful Staff Reports Exist? Yes!  

  Future-Proofing Your Planning and Zoning Department 

  Storytelling, Advocacy, and the Voice of Planning 

  Three REs of Corridor Rehabilitation

 2:45 - 5:15 p.m. Citizen Planner 4: Making Zoning Decisions 

 3:30 - 4:45 p.m. Retrofitting THE Suburban Strip 

  Equity-Centered Planning: The City of Detroit Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan  

  Triple Resiliency: Unstable Infrastructure Demand, Climate Change, and Economic Uncertainty  
  in Downriver Detroit  

 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. Hot Topics in Planning  

Thursday, October 13

Wednesday, October 12
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SESSIONS AT A GLANCE

 6 p.m. - Midnight Networking and Hospitality Events - All conference attendees Invited

 6 - 8:00 p.m. Giffels Webster at the Pink Pony

 8 - 10 p.m. McKenna at The Pink Pony

 10 p.m. - Midnight Atwell at the Pink Pony

Friday, October 14

This session has been submitted for  
the AICP CM requirement for law

This session has been submitted for  
the AICP CM requirement for ethics

This session has been submitted for
the AICP CM requirement for Resiliency

This session has been submitted for
the AICP CM requirement for Equity

Icon Key

Announcing the Phillip C. McKenna Symposium

The Michigan Association of Planning is pleased to announce the Phillip C. McKenna 
Symposium has been established with a generous donation by Phillip C. McKenna and his 
wife, Carol McKenna, for the purpose of supporting the educational needs of professional 
planners and elected and appointed municipal leaders. Mr. McKenna, a life-long Michigan 
resident who has spent his career in planning in Michigan and surrounding states, 
recognizes the value and importance of ongoing education for Michigan’s most important 
decision makers. The Phillip C. McKenna Symposium objectives, which are aligned with the 
ideals of the Michigan Chapter, APA, and with the AICP Code of Ethics, are to: 

• Promote justice in land use and urban design policy, law, regulation, and administration  
by State of Michigan and its local governments.

• Counter unfair influence of money in local and state government politics in urban design, 
housing and home ownership, transportation, and public facilities planning and design, 
consistent with the American Institute of Certified Planners Code of Ethics.

• Improve conditions of employment for women in planning.
• Improve conditions of employment for marginalized groups disadvantaged by 

circumstance.

The Michigan Chapter, American Planning Association is humbled and deeply grateful for 
the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. McKenna and the contributions Mr. McKenna has made to 
the Michigan Chapter and the planning profession over his long and illustrious career.

An extraordinarily  
generous legacy donation  
of $100,000 was contributed 
by Phillip C. McKenna, 
AICP and his wife, Carol 
McKenna, to the Michigan 
Chapter, American Planning 
Association to establish 
the Phillip C. McKenna 
Symposium. The inaugural 
event will premiere at the 
MAP Planning Michigan 
Conference in 2022. 



 8:30 - 9:45 a.m. Forging a Future: The Evolution of a Bedroom Community in the Upper Peninsula 

  Mobility, Active Transportation, and Safety: Planners’ Advocacy Role in Transportation Projects  
  to Formulate Comprehensive Community Corridors 

 8:30 - 11:00 a.m. Citizen Planner Session 5  

 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Getting It Done: Economic Development Projects in Michigan Communities

  The First Five Year Learning Curve – What to Know as an Employer, and What to Know as an Employee 

  Planners in Private Practice Meeting

 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Citizen Planner Session 6  
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MILESTONES & AWARDS

Emily Baxter

Joseph Blair

Danielle Bouchard

Rowan Brady

Yichen Chen

Corey Christensen

Dan Commer

Nicholas Fiore

Josh Gunn

Caitlyn Habben

Gregory Holman

Raphael Kasen

Erin Kelly

Carly Keough

Elizabeth Knape

Brandon Kovnat

Ming Han Li

Robert Linn

Beheshteh Makaritorghabeh

David Mangum

Kimberly Marrone

Cassi Meitl

Nicholas Mucha

Jennifer Neal

Stephanie Peña

Teresa Qu

Ruben Shell

Anna Thompson

Andrew Wald

Dean Walrack

Matthew Wojciechowski

Nani Wolf

MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES & PLANNING AWARDS
Please join us at the conference’s opening night reception (5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in the Cypress Room)  

on Wednesday, October 12.  The following members and projects will be recognized.  

Helen Foss Award for Outstanding Volunteer
Christopher Germain, AICP, Chief Executive Officer,  
Lake Superior Community Partnership

Planning Champion Award 
Dennis Stachewicz, Community Development Director,  
City of Marquette

Helen S. Willis Award for Outstanding Commissioner 
Betsy Dayrell-Hart, Planning Commission Chair, City of St. Ignace

Matt Payne, Planning Commission Chair, Pittsfield Charter Township

Daniel Burnham Award for a Comprehensive Plan
City of East Jordan and Beckett and Raeder, Inc. 
City of East Jordan Master Plan

Outstanding Planning Project:  Best Practice
City of Holland and McKenna
Holland Unified Development Ordinance

Outstanding Planning Project:  Implementation
Macomb Township and Carlisle | Wortman Associates, Inc.
Macomb Township Master Plan – MTC 

Outstanding Planning Project:  Resiliency and Sustainability 
City of Sterling Heights
The City of Sterling Heights Sustainability Plan 

Outstanding Planning Project:  Urban Design
City of Portage 
Portage Lake Center District Corridor and Placemaking Study 

Outstanding Graduate Student Project
University of Michigan 
After the Deluge Capstone Project 

Outstanding Graduate Student Project
University of Michigan 
Evaluating Funding for Public Transit to Advance Michigan’s Climate Goals

Award RecipientsMembers Pass AICP Exam
APA created a new One Path program featuring a two 
step process to AICP certification. In 2021 and 2022, the 
following Michigan planners passed the rigorous AICP 
exam, the first step in the process.  

Forty Year Membership

Patrick Coleman, AICP

Bruce Fowler, AICP

Bradley Strader, AICP

Fifty Year Membership

John Dailey, AICP

Paul LeBlanc, AICP

Sidney Mook  
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REGISTRATION

Payment Information  
Method of Payment:     Check Enclosed         Visa          MasterCard            Please Invoice Me

Credit Card Number:  Expiration date:  

 Security Code: ______________  Signature: ______________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to Michigan Association of Planning | 1919 W. Stadium, Suite 4, Ann Arbor, Mi 48103  •  Fax to (734) 913-2061

Full Conference Registration - Wednesday through Friday
Includes conference handout materials, educational sessions, refreshment breaks, 
Wednesday reception, Thursday keynote luncheon and virtual content following 
the conference (MSU Extension Citizen Planner program are additional charges). Virtual 
conference is only included with full conference registration. 

Wednesday Only Registration
Includes conference handout materials, educational sessions and refreshment breaks 
and reception on Wednesday.

Thursday Only Registration
Includes conference handout materials, educational sessions and refreshment breaks 
on Thursday.

Virtual Planning Michigan Option 
Live sessions available 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. November 15 and November 16 with bonus 
additional recorded content. 12 CM credits. Virtual is included with full conference 
registration. 

Join MAP Now! 
Individuals can join and pay the discounted member rate. Student membership is free: 
contact the American Planning Association: www.planning.org or 312-431-9100

Michigan State University Extension Citizen Planner Program 
Six Citizen Planner sessions and handouts; lunch Wednesday and Friday, Keynote lunch 
Thursday (the program runs Wednesday through Friday). Sessions only open to individuals that 
sign up for the MSUE Citizen Planner Program. Only available with the in person option October 
12-14.

     
    Early bird Regular rate      Late rate

   9/12    9/13 - 9/30    After 9/30

	  Member  $435 $485 $535
  Non-member*  $535 $585 $635
  Student Member  $75 $100 $150

  Member  $200 $260 $335
  Non-member*  $260 $310 $350 
  Student Member  $65 $100 $125

  Member  $275 $335 $450
  Non-member*  $335 $385 $435
  Student Member  $65 $100 $125

  Member   $285
  Non-member*   $325
  Student Member  $50

 MAP Membership   $65 

 (This fee is in addition to the  
 conference registration fee)    $125 

TOTAL $ 

REGISTRATION   
please complete both pages, one form for each attendee 

Register online at www.planningmi.org/planning-michigan-conference

MAP does not offer sessions/meals as separate purchases. To attend the conference, you must register using one of the following options:

Registrant Information:
Name (to appear on name badge): ______________________________________________________ Credentials (AICP, PE): __________

Title: _________________________________________________  Agency/ Municipality: __________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________ City:  _______________________________ Zip Code: _________ State: ____

Daytime Phone: ________________________ Email: ______________________________________________________________________

Please indicate if any special accommodations are needed (i.e. vegan meal, barrier-free access):  _________________________________________

*By registering for the Planning Michigan Conference as a non-member, MAP will provide you with a complimentary one-year MAP membership. If you are not interested in a 
complimentary MAP membership, please check this box      |   Student Member Rate: The purpose of this discount is to make the conference affordable for full-time student 
members. MAP recognizes the importance of the conference to give students a jump-start on their career.  |  Disclaimer: By registering for the Planning Michigan Conference, 
you are consenting to the use of your photo and on the www.planningmi.org website and Association publications.

Forms may be faxed to (734) 913-2061, sent via email to info@planningmi.org, or mailed to
1919 West Stadium Boulevard, Suite 4, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48103 | Questions? Call MAP at (734) 913-2000



3:30 - 4:45 p.m.
o	Retrofitting THE Suburban Strip 
o	Equity-Centered Planning: The City of  
 Detroit Parks and Recreation Strategic  
 Plan 
o	Triple Resiliency: Unstable Infrastructure  
 Demand, Climate Change, and Economic  
 Uncertainty in Downriver Detroit 

3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
o	Hot Topics in Planning Law  

Friday, October 14
8:30 - 9:45 a.m. 
o	Forging a Future: The Evolution of a  
 Bedroom Community in the Upper  
 Peninsula 
o	Mobility, Active Transportation,  
 and Safety: Planners’ Advocacy Role  
 in Transportation Projects to Formulate  
 Comprehensive Community Corridors  

10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
o	Getting It Done: Economic Development  
 Projects in Michigan Communities
o	The First Five Year Learning Curve – What  
 to Know as an Employer, and What to  
 Know as an Employee

Thursday, October 13

8:30 - 10 a.m.
o	Welcome and Opening Session - Navigating  
 Federal Infrastructure and Recovery Programs

10:30 - 11:45 a.m.
o	Are Public Meetings Hurting Planning?
o	Designing and Preserving Woodbridge:   
 Neighborhood-Scaled Planning and  
 Implementation
o	It’s Not Just Zoning: Enabling Missing Middle,  
 Market Rate, and New Affordable Housing
o	Navigating Contentious Land Use Decisions  
 Law  

11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
o	Phillip C. McKenna Symposium Keynote  
 Lunch - The Healing Energy of Urban Forests  
1:45 - 3:00 p.m.
o	Creative and Helpful Staff Reports Exist? Yes!
o	Future-Proofing Your Planning and Zoning  
 Department
o	Storytelling, Advocacy, and the Voice of  
 Planning 
o	Three REs of Corridor Rehabilitation

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. postage

PAID
Permit 388
Detroit, MI

Session choices will be used to establish room set-
up and seating availability.   

Wednesday, October 12

10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
o You Gotta Have Art

1:30 - 2:30 p.m.
o	Food Systems Policy and Relationships  
o	Planners’ Solutions to the Housing  
 Dilemma  

2:45 - 3:45 p.m..
o	The Heat is on: Are You Ready for Solar  
 Energy?     

o	Ethics and Equity in Planning   

4:15 - 4:45 p.m.
o	Annual Meeting

4:45 - 5:30 p.m. 
o	General Session: Overcoming NIMBYism

5:30 - 66:30 p.m.
o	Awards Reception and Scholarship Fundraiser

NAME (to appear on name badge) : ___________________________________________________  Please check off all of the following sessions, events you plan to attend.  

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF PLANNING
A Chapter of the American Planning Association

Making Great Communities Happen




